summer
Preparation for
Year 12

Sociology

On the following pages, you wil find a
selection of articles and suggested activities
to prepare you for Year 12 Sociology.



The topics that we currently offer are:

e Education

e Culture and Identity

e Theory and Methods
¢ Crime and Deviance
e Beliefs in Society

The textbooks that we use in school are:

e AQA A Level Sociology, Book One (Webb, Westergaard, Trobe
and Townend) and Sociology for AQA Volume One (Browne)

e AQA A Level Sociology, Book Two (Webb, Westergaard, Trobe
and Townend)

These textbooks are key as these will support you in your lessons, in
free periods and at home.
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Sociology is everywhere, so you’ll be able to see aspects of it in all
forms of media. Try searching for the following titles and make notes
on any videos you watch, try to keep it relevant to the topics taught
in sociology (see above):

e Poor kids (BBC)

e Educating Yorkshire/etc. (Ch4)

e Stacey Dooley investigates... (BBC)

e The most hated woman in America (Netflix)
e Louis Theroux Documentaries (BBC/Netflix)
e Panorama Documentaries (BBC)

¢ Dispatches Documentaries (Ch4)


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjd_ve1xaDbAhUDSBQKHdi8AP8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://downdetector.co.uk/problems/iplayer/map/&psig=AOvVaw0DUjV6c1I1s1gieMjQ1UXI&ust=1527326683318381

Make any notes from your video observations here:




As few as one in 20 born in poorest areas go to university

Only one in 20 pupils in some of the country's poorest postcodes progress to higher
education, according to new analysis by Teach First.

The charity has called for the government to improve entry rates by writing off student debt
to get better teachers into challenging schools. It has also called on universities to start
offering university access programmes at primary level.

According to Teach First's research, on average only one in five young people born in the
country’s poorest postcodes progress to university, while half of those born in the wealthiest
postcodes do so.

However, the gap is even more stark between some areas.
Big differences

For example, in some parts of Derbyshire, as few as one in twenty students go to university,
while in parts of Buckinghamshire it is more than 80 per cent. This means that those born in
some of the richest areas are up to 18 times more likely to attend university than those in
some of the poorest areas.

Teach First also found big differences between the choices made by disadvantaged young
people when it came to university compared to their more privileged peers.

A ComRes poll of 18-25 year olds found that 41 per cent of the most advantaged students
said they chose their university because it was the best for what they wanted to study,
compared to only 31 per cent of the least advantaged.

Similarly, the reputation of a university was important to 53 per cent of the most
advantaged students, but it only was for 46 per cent of the most disadvantaged.

Disadvantaged students are also more likely to choose an institution close to where they
live, with 29 per cent saying they chose their university on this basis, compared to 24 per
cent of the most advantaged.

Of the most disadvantaged pupils who did not go to university, only 12 per cent said this
was because their grades weren't good enough.

‘More must be done'

To ensure students were able to make more informed choices when it came to university,
Teach First said there should be a trained careers middle leaderin every school to develop
and lead a careers strategy. It suggested this could be paid for out of money councils and
academies are required to set aside for the apprenticeship levy.

Teach First says the government should offer student loan forgiveness to attract the best
possible graduates into teaching, where they can help young people from deprived
communities achieve their potential.

It suggests 20 per cent of student debt could be cleared for those working for two years,
increasing to 50 per cent for those who remain in certain geographic or subject areas for
five years.



The charity also says that universities' access work is coming too late, with programmes
frequently aimed at pupils aged 16-18 "by which point much of the effects of
disadvantage have already played out".

Instead, it argues that access work should start at primary school to give pupils "the best
possible opportunity to make informed and supported decisions about their futures at an
earlier age".

Brett Wigdortz, Teach First's chief executive and founder, said "there are still far too few
disadvantaged pupils getting to university".

"They’re simply not given the same chance to reach their full potential, with less access to
briliant teaching and less guidance on how they can turn their aspirations into reality. "

He added: “More must be done by the government, universities and society as a whole to
break down the barriers to social mobility that are preventing too many of our young
people reaching as far as their potential allows”.

What is meritocracy?
Does this article suggest we live in a meritocracy?

Why is it important that ‘poor’ students go to university?




