
Sociology is the study of our society and human behaviour. We look at 

Crime, Family, Education, Inequality, Cultures, Media and ask the 

question; Why is our world the way that it is?  

WHAT IS
SOCIOLOGY?



IN SIMPLE TERMS……SOCIOLOGY IS ABOUT 

STUDYING PEOPLE. 



SOCIOLOGY IS FOR YOU IF…

• You often find yourself asking 

why things are the way they are, 

or why traditions or ‘common 

sense’ thinking persist when 

they don’t seem rational or 

practical

• You find yourself thinking about 

or are interested in society-wide 

problems like racism, sexism, 

crime or wealth and inequality.

• You like to debate

• You have interest in current 

affairs around the world



What careers 

can studying

Sociology 

lead to?

Health
e.g. nursing

Teaching
Childcare

Law

Politics
International

relations

Armed
Forces

Social Work Police
Civil Service

e.g Home office

Public Relations
(PR) Media

Prison Service

Leisure and 
Tourism 

Retail

Criminology 



WHAT WE WILL STUDY AT GCSE

Layout of the course:

Unit 1
Social Processes (Culture) and Research Methods

Education
Family

Unit 2
Social Stratification (Inequality)

Crime  



QUESTIONS ASKED IN SOCIOLOGY…

• How do we find information out about groups in society such as gangs?

• What different cultures are there?

• Can we conduct secret research to find out about hard to reach groups like gangs?

• Why do young, afro-Caribbean boys commit more crime than anyone else?

• Does the media make us panic about different issues such as terrorism, acid attacks, etc?

• What is my culture?

• Why do we have terrorism and fundamentalism in society?

• Why do people commit crimes?

• How do I create my identity?

• How are we kept in control in society?

• Why do people join cults and sects?

• Is Britain still racist? Have we improved?

• Why do girls do better in education than boys?

• Does my social class affect who I am as a person?

• Is there a ‘better’ family type for children to grow up in?



EXPECTATIONS and ASSESSMENT

• You must be able to write well – marks for questions range 
from 1 mark up to 15  mark essays. You need good literacy 
levels. 

• While we teach some interesting topics – we do also teach 
some that you will probably not find as interesting – be 
aware of this 

• You will have two 1 hour 45 minute exams at end of Year 
11. 





To contact us…

Mrs Bollands: bollanes2@tuptonhall.derbyshire.sch.u

Miss Nutting: r.nutting@tuptonhall.org.uk
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