Elizabethan England
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This Booklet is for students whose target grade is 5+ and students who want to achieve these grades.
You will be given 1 week to learn the knowledge on each topic
[image: The Elizabethan Era Facts for Kids - History for Kids]You need to complete the tasks in the booklet for that knowledge
You will be tested after that week to check you have done this.
The test will be exactly the same as the tasks in the booklet
Results below expectations will mean that the test will be redone.




Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement
The previous monarch (Queen Mary I) had been Catholic so she had made the country follow the Catholic religion (Catholicism). The monarch before that had been Protestant. The country was very divided. It would be almost impossible to find a solution everyone was happy with but Elizabeth tried. Her solution is known as her religious settlement
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	1-3 The Act of Supremacy 1559
· This made Elizabeth the Supreme Governor of the Church, taking power away from the Catholic Pope.
· Protestants were happy because they believed being Supreme Governor was exactly the same as being Head of the Church. 
· Catholics were not completely unhappy as they believed that being Supreme Governor was NOT exactly the same as being Head of the Church. This is excellent evidence of Elizabeth compromising with both faiths and finding a ‘middle way’. 

4. The Royal Injunctions 1559
These were rules for worship that Queen Elizabeth I introduced. These said that all clergy had to:
· teach the Royal Supremacy (that Elizabeth was the Supreme Governor (Head) of the Church) and have a government licence to preach so only priests who supported Elizabeth could preach.

5-6. The Act of Uniformity (1559)

· This made Protestantism England’s official religion.
· It made sure everyone used the new prayer book, written in English not Latin, and that churches were much plainer (priests wore plainer robes) but churches still had stained glass windows. The prayer book was written in a way that made it acceptable to Protestants with some elements still acceptable to Catholics also. Another example of a ‘middle way’

7-8.  Elizabeth said that everyone had to attend the Protestant Church. 
· Those that didn’t were called recusants and had to pay a fine. This was a much less harsh punishment than she could have introduced. Many Catholics chose to pay the fine. 
· Elizabeth limited Catholic opposition, at this time, by ignoring the fact that many people chose to not attend Protestant services and still attended Catholic services, often in their homes. This would change later on in her reign. 
	 


Elizabeth I's Religious Settlement
Comprehension Questions
1. What title did Elizabeth take under the Act of Supremacy?
2. What were clergy required to teach under the Royal Injunctions?
3. What did the Act of Uniformity establish as England’s official religion?
4. What language was the new prayer book written in?
5. What changes were made to church appearance under Elizabeth’s religious settlement?
6. What was the punishment for not attending the Protestant Church?
7. What term was used to describe people who refused to attend the Protestant Church?
8. How did Elizabeth limit Catholic opposition – refer to the ‘middle way’?

True or False
1. The Act of Supremacy made Elizabeth the Pope of England.
2. Clergy needed a government licence to preach under the Royal Injunctions.
3. The Act of Uniformity made Catholicism the official religion of England.
4. The new prayer book was written in Latin.
5. Churches under Elizabeth were decorated with gold and elaborate statues.
6. Recusants were executed for not attending Protestant Church.
7. Elizabeth allowed Catholics to continue practicing their faith privately.
8. Priests were required to teach that Elizabeth was the Supreme Governor of the Church.





Gap Fill
1. The Act of Supremacy made Elizabeth the __________ of the Church.
2. Clergy had to teach the __________ under the Royal Injunctions.
3. The Act of Uniformity made __________ the official religion of England.
4. The new prayer book was written in __________.
5. Churches were plainer but still had __________ windows.
6. People who didn’t attend Protestant Church were called __________.
7. Recusants had to pay a __________ for not attending church.
8. Elizabeth turned a __________ eye to Catholics continuing their faith.


Find it, Fix it Paragraph – there are 8 mistakes here which are all based on the Awesome facts Elizabeth became the Supreme Leader of the Church in 1559, giving more power to the Pope. The Royal Injunctions allowed any priest to preach without restrictions. The Act of Uniformity made Catholicism the official religion and kept Latin prayer books. Churches were decorated with gold and priests wore elaborate robes. Everyone was encouraged to attend Catholic services, and those who didn’t were imprisoned. Elizabeth punished all Catholics harshly and banned their worship. She ignored the Royal Supremacy and allowed religious freedom. Recusants were rewarded for staying loyal to the Pope.



How successful was Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement?
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	1. Elizabeth’s religious settlement solved a lot of the religious divisions that had been present in the country when she became queen, by presenting a ‘middle way’. 
· While England did become Protestant, some elements of Catholicism remained such as stained-glass windows. This meant that Catholic opposition was initially less than might have been expected. 
2. Stability:
· Once the religious settlement was in place, it stayed mostly the same for the rest of Elizabeth’s reign. This gave people a sense of stability which they desperately wanted after the religious changes that had taken place under the reigns of the previous monarchs
3. No Widespread Revolts:
· Although there were some Catholic rebellions, like the Revolt of the Northern Earls in 1569, most people accepted the settlement. There were no large-scale religious wars or uprisings (remember the plots were just plans, they never happened)

BUT there was some serious opposition
4. Catholic Plots and Mary, Queen of Scots:
· Some Catholics didn’t accept Elizabeth as queen and wanted to replace her with Mary, Queen of Scots, who was Catholic. There were several plots, like the Ridolfi Plot and the Babington Plot, but they were stopped and didn’t get much support from the public.
5. Foreign Catholic Support:
· Catholic countries like Spain supported English Catholics and encouraged them to rebel. Spain even sent the Spanish Armada in 1588 to try to invade England. This shows that not everyone accepted the religious settlement, especially outside of England.
7. Excommunication
· The Pope excommunicated Elizabeth in 1571. This meant that all Catholics and Catholic countries had a religious duty to overthrow her. The two most serous plots (Throckmorton and Babington Plots) took place after this
8. Puritan Opposition and the Crucifix Crisis:
· Puritans were strict Protestants who wanted to remove all Catholic elements from the Church. They didn’t like things like crucifixes in churches. In the 'Crucifix Crisis', some bishops refused to put crucifixes in their churches. Elizabeth had to compromise and removed them but kept one in her own private chapel. 
	



Elizabeth I's Religious Settlement
1. What was Elizabeth’s ‘middle way’ in religion?
2. How did the religious settlement provide stability during Elizabeth’s reign?
3. What was the Northern Rebellion and how did it relate to the religious settlement?
4. Why did some Catholics support Mary, Queen of Scots?
5. What role did Spain play in opposing Elizabeth’s religious settlement?
6. What was the significance of the Pope excommunicating Elizabeth?
7. Who were the Puritans and what did they want to change?
8. What was the outcome of the Crucifix Crisis?
True or False
1. Elizabeth’s religious settlement made England removed any element of Catholicism from England.
2. The religious settlement remained mostly unchanged throughout Elizabeth’s reign.
3. The Babington Plot successfully replaced Elizabeth with Mary, Queen of Scots.
4. Spain supported English Catholics and sent the Spanish Armada to invade England.
5. The Pope supported Elizabeth’s religious policies.
6. Puritans wanted to remove all Catholic elements from the Church of England.
7. Elizabeth kept crucifixes in churches after the Crucifix Crisis.
8. The Northern Rebellion was a large-scale religious war.
Gap Fill
1. Elizabeth’s religious settlement was known as a ‘____________________ way’.
2. The ____________________________________ Rebellion occurred in 1569.
3. Mary, Queen of Scots was a ___________________________.
4. The Pope ____________________________ Elizabeth in 1571.
5. The Spanish _________________-______ tried to invade England in 1588.
6. Puritans disliked _________________________ in churches.
7. Elizabeth ordered the removal of all ________________________ from churches
8. The _______________________ Crisis involved bishops refusing to use crucifixes.

Find it, Fix it Paragraph – there are 8 mistakes here which are all based on the Awesome facts Elizabeth I made England a Catholic country with her religious settlement. She removed stained-glass windows to make churches look plain. The settlement changed many times during her reign. The Northern Rebellion in 1579 was a Protestant uprising. Mary, Queen of Scots was Protestant and supported Elizabeth. Spain helped Elizabeth defend her religious policies. The Pope praised Elizabeth in 1571. Puritans loved crucifixes and wanted more of them in churches.
	Evidence 
	Explanation
	You must include
	Mark / 4

	Evidence of Success
	There is evidence that Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement was a success. For example














	Middle Way
Protestants
Catholics
Plots

	

	Evidence of failure
	There is evidence that Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement was a failure. For example














	Excommunication
Religious duty
Crucifix crisis
	


Reasons for Tension / War between England and Spain
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	1-2. Religious rivalry: 

· Catholic Spain felt they had a religious duty to overthrow Elizabeth and was involved in plots such as the Throckmorton Plot to do this. 
· The excommunication of Elizabeth by the Pope in 1571 created a religious duty on all Catholics to work against Elizabeth and to work to overthrow her. This applied to ordinary Catholics and Catholic countries. 

3. Commercial rivalry: 

· Spain controlled all trade with South America for Gold, tobacco and slaves. The English, such as John Hawkins, ignored this and traded there anyway.

4-5. Privateering: Francis Drake and other English pirates raided Spanish gold ships in the Caribbean 

· Between 1577 and 1580 Drake stole £400,000 of Spanish gold and silver. Elizabeth encouraged this. (This is £300 million today!)
· Queen Elizabeth knighted Drake in 1581. This showed the Spanish that she was behind his actions and supported them

6-8. Netherlands:  Dutch Protestants rebelled against Spain in the Netherlands

· 1585 England signs the Treaty of Nonsuch with the Protestant Dutch rebels. 
· As a result of this treaty England sent 7000 soldiers to help the Protestants fight the Spanish. The army was led by the Earl of Leicester.  Philip II regards this as an act of war. Spain was even angrier when the Earl of Leicester accepted the title of Governor-General of the Netherlands in January 1586. 
· Spain controlled the Netherlands. They made it harder for England to sell its wool there. This was England’s main export (Its main way of making money). 

	





Reasons for tension between England and Spain
Comprehension Questions
1. Why did Catholic Spain feel a religious duty to overthrow Elizabeth?
2. What was the significance of the Pope's excommunication of Elizabeth in 1571?
3. How did Spain control trade with South America and how did England respond?
4. What role did Francis Drake play in privateering against Spain?
5. How much Spanish gold and silver did Drake steal between 1577 and 1580?
6. What was the significance of Queen Elizabeth knighting Francis Drake?
7. What was the Treaty of Nonsuch and what did it entail?
8. Why did Philip II regard England's actions in the Netherlands as an act of war?
True or False

1. The Pope supported Elizabeth's rule in England. 
2. Spain allowed England to trade freely with South America. 
3. Francis Drake was punished by Elizabeth for raiding Spanish ships. 
4. Elizabeth knighted Francis Drake in 1581. 
5. The Treaty of Nonsuch was signed with Catholic rebels. 
6. England sent 7000 soldiers to help the Dutch Protestants.
7. Spain made it easier for England to sell wool in the Netherlands. 
8. Philip II saw England’s support of Dutch rebels as an act of war.



Gap Fill

1. Catholic Spain felt a religious duty to overthrow __________________.
2. The Pope _____________________ Elizabeth in 1571.
3. Spain controlled trade with __________________ America.
4. Francis Drake raided Spanish _________________ ships.
5. Between 1577 and 1580, Drake stole £___________________ of Spanish gold and silver.
6. Queen Elizabeth _____________________ Drake in 1581.
7. England signed the Treaty of ____________________ with Dutch rebels.
8. England sent ________________-__ soldiers to help the Dutch Protestants.

Find it, Fix it Paragraph – there are 8 mistakes here which are all based on the Awesome facts
Catholic England felt they had a religious duty to support Elizabeth and was involved in plots such as the Babington Plot to do this. The coronation of Elizabeth by the Pope in 1571 created a religious duty on all Protestants to work against Spain. Spain controlled all trade with North America for Gold, tobacco and slaves. The Spanish ignored this and traded there anyway. Between 1577 and 1580 Drake stole £400 of Spanish gold and silver. Elizabeth discouraged this. Queen Elizabeth imprisoned Drake in 1581. This showed the Spanish that she was against his actions. In 1585 England signs the Treaty of Utrecht with the Catholic Dutch rebels. As a result of this treaty England senyt 700 soldiers to help the Catholics fight the English. Spain controlled the Netherlands. They made it easier for England to sell its wool there.





Reasons why there was tension between England and Spain 
	Reasons
	Explanation
	You must include
	Mark / 4

	Religion
	


















	Protestant
Catholic
Spain 
Pope
Excommunication
This meant there was tension between England and Spain because...
	

	Trade and commercial rivalry
	

















	The Netherlands
South America
John Hawkins
This meant there was tension between England and Spain because...

	





Reasons for Poverty
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	1-2. Bad harvests - The worst harvests during Elizabeth’s reign were in the years1573-1577.
· These led to less food being available.  As a result, food prices increased. As everyone had to buy food, everyone became poorer 
· Because there were bad harvests farmers didn’t need as many workers so these labourers lost their jobs. As a result, poverty increased because there weren’t jobs they could easily find. 

3-4. Spain’s actions
· England’s main export was wool. It sold a lot of this to the Netherlands
· Spain controlled the Netherlands As relations between England and Spain worsened Spain stopped the Netherlands from buying English wool. This meant many English farmers went bust and their labourers lost their jobs. This was made worse as many farmers had stopped growing crops and had started raising sheep as this had been more profitable. 

5-6. Population growth 
· The population grew from 3 million to 4.2 million but the number of jobs did not increase as fast. As a result, wages went down as people were so desperate for a job they would work for lower wages
· Population growth meant that food became more expensive as more people needed it. This was made even worse by the bad harvests
7-8. Inflation
· King Henry VIII had debased the coinage (reduced the amount of gold and silver in the coins). As a result, prices went up as more coins were needed for the seller to get the same amount of gold / silver. This increase in process is called inflation
· Prices went up steeply, due to inflation,  but wages did not. This increased the number of poor people (people in poverty)


	





Poverty in Elizabethan England 
Comprehension Questions
1. What were the consequences of the bad harvests between 1573 and 1577?
2. How did Spain's control of the Netherlands affect English wool exports?
3. Why did many English farmers switch from growing crops to raising sheep?
4. What impact did population growth have on wages and food prices?
5. How did inflation affect the purchasing power of people during Elizabeth's reign?
6. What action by King Henry VIII contributed to inflation?
7. Why did poverty increase when farmers needed fewer workers?
8. How did Spain worsen the economic situation for English farmers?
True or False
1. The worst harvests during Elizabeth’s reign occurred between 1594 and 1598.
2. Spain helped England sell more wool to the Netherlands.
3. Population growth led to a decrease in food prices.
4. Inflation was partly caused by the debasement of coinage by King Henry VIII.
5. Farmers needed more workers during bad harvests.
6. Many farmers switched to raising sheep because it was more profitable.
7. Wages increased rapidly as the population grew.
8. The number of jobs increased at the same rate as the population.



Gap Fill
1. The worst harvests occurred between ______ and ______.
2. Spain controlled the ______, which affected English wool exports.
3. Many farmers switched to raising ______ instead of growing crops.
4. The population grew from 3 million to ______ million.
5. Inflation was caused by the debasement of ______.
6. Prices went up steeply but ______ did not.
7. Labourers lost their jobs because farmers needed ______ workers.
8. Food became more expensive due to population growth and ______.
Find it, Fix it Paragraph
During Elizabeth’s reign, the best harvests were between 1573 and 1577, which made food cheaper and reduced poverty. Spain helped England sell wool to the Netherlands, boosting the economy. Most farmers continued growing crops instead of raising sheep. The population fell from 4.2 million to 3 million, which made wages rise. Inflation was reduced because King Henry VIII added more gold and silver to coins. Prices dropped while wages increased, helping poor people. As a result, poverty decreased across England.
	Reasons for poverty
	Explanation
	You must include
	Mark / 4

	Population
	









	Statistics
Expensive
Bad harvests
	

	Spain
	












	Wool
Netherlands
Sheep
labourers
	



Exploration
During Queen Elizabeth I’s reign people became more interested in exploring the world. This was extremely dangerous as ships were powered by wind and made of wood but some people were prepared to take the risk
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	1. Technology

·   New navigational aids such as the astrolabe made it easier and safer for sailors to navigate across large expanses of water even at night

2-3. Technology (again)

·  English sailors used designs produced by Portuguese sailors to build massive ships known as ‘galleons’ and smaller faster ships known as ‘caravels’. 
·  These ‘caravels’ were able to make long journeys much faster so the sailors didn’t run out of food or water. The galleons were extremely strong and better able to cope with large storms at sea. They were slower but could carry more food and water so the sailors could survive these long journeys.  These two types of ship made voyages of exploration possible

4. Explorers
· Explorers such as John Hawkins and Francis Drake were successful in their voyages, which encouraged others to follow them. 

5. Religion 
· Some Protestants believed they had a religious duty to spread Protestantism to other countries. They believed they should force the populations to convert to Protestantism even if these people didn’t want to.

6. Wealth
· England needed money as Spain made it hard for them to sell wool to the Netherlands. Stealing gold and silver from Spanish ships sailing back from South America would do this

7-8. England’s sea-faring tradition

· English sailors were some of the best in the world. The fact that England was an island meant that many people grew up in sailing communities.  
· Many captains of ships were brave and respected men. Their sailors were willing to follow them anywhere no matter how dangerous.  

	



English Exploration - Comprehension Activities
Comprehension Questions
1. What navigational aid made it easier for sailors to navigate at night?
2. What were the names of the two types of ships used by English sailors?
3. Why were caravels considered advantageous for long journeys?
4. What made galleons suitable for sailing through large storms?
5. Name two explorers who encouraged others to follow them.
6. Why did some Protestants feel the need to spread their religion?
7. Why did England want to steal gold and silver from Spanish ships?
8. What made English sailors some of the best in the world?
True or False Questions
1. The astrolabe helped sailors navigate during the day only.
2. Caravels were slower than galleons.
3. John Hawkins and Francis Drake were unsuccessful explorers.
4. Protestants wanted to spread their religion peacefully.
5. England was able to sell wool easily to the Netherlands.
6. English sailors were known for their bravery and skill.
7. Galleons were weak and easily damaged by storms.
8. Caravels helped sailors avoid running out of food and water.




Gap Fill Questions
1. The __________________ made it easier for sailors to navigate at night.
2. English sailors built _____________________ and _____________________ ships for exploration.
3. _____________________ were faster and helped sailors avoid running out of supplies.
4. ______________________ were strong and could withstand large storms.
5. Explorers like ______________________ and ________________________ inspired others.
6. Some ______________________ believed they had a duty to spread their religion.
7. England wanted to steal _______________________ and __________ from Spanish ships.
8. Being an _____________________ nation helped England develop skilled sailors.

Find and fix the 8 mistakes in the paragraph below. 

During the Age of Exploration, new tools like the compass made it easier for sailors to travel across oceans, even at night. English sailors copied ship designs from Spanish sailors, building large ships called galleys and smaller ones called canoes. These ships were slow and often ran out of food and water. Famous explorers such as Christopher Columbus and Marco Polo inspired others to explore. Some Catholics believed they had a duty to spread their religion and convert people by force. England wanted to steal tea and spices from Spanish ships because they couldn’t sell cotton to the Netherlands. English sailors were known for being careless, but they still followed their captains, who were often untrained and unpopular.
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