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This Booklet is for students whose target grade is 5+ and students who want to achieve these grades.
You will be given 1 week to learn the knowledge on each topic
You need to complete the tasks in the booklet for that knowledge
You will be tested after that week to check you have done this.
[image: ]The test will be very similar to the tasks in the booklet
Results below expectations will mean that the test will be redone.

Note for RCR – add in technique questions


1918-1923 Challenges 
After the First World War Germany was in a challenging situation. Anger and frustration at losing the war, alongside soldiers returning home led to conflict within Germany with the Spartacist Revolt and Kapp Putsch. People were starving and the Government was in disarray with the Kaiser abdicating. There was also the hyperinflation after the French invasion of the Ruhr and finally the Munich Putsch led by Hitler. The Weimar government was struggling therefore to remain in decisive control of Germany.  
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	1. Treaty of Versailles
Germany lost 13% of its land and the Saarland, which had most of its industry. It had to pay £6.6 billion in reparations and accept full blame for starting World War I. People were angry at the new government for signing the treaty, even though they had no choice.
2.  Spartacist Uprising
In January 1919, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg tried to turn Germany into a communist country. The government used ex-soldiers called the Freikorps to stop the uprising. The leaders were killed, even though President Ebert said they should be taken alive.
3. The Kapp Putsch
In 1920, Wolfgang Kapp led a right-wing uprising and took control of Berlin. The government fled, and the army refused to help. The uprising failed when workers went on strike, but only one person was punished. This showed how weak the government was.
4. The Invasion of the Ruhr and Hyperinflation
In 1923, France and Belgium invaded the Ruhr because Germany stopped paying reparations. The government told workers to strike and printed money to pay them. This caused hyperinflation—money became worthless. People blamed the government for the crisis.
5. Munich Putsch
In November 1923, Hitler tried to take power in Munich with help from General Ludendorff. The army stayed loyal to the government, and the uprising failed. Hitler was sent to prison for 5 years but only served 9 months. He used the trial to gain support and promote his ideas. and spread the Nazi message, He only served 9 months in prison

	 




Weimar’s challenges 1918-1923
Comprehension Questions
1. What percentage of land did Germany lose under the Treaty of Versailles, and which industrial area was affected?



2. Who led the Spartacist uprising in January 1919, and what was their goal?




3. What was the Kapp Putsch, and how did the army respond to it?




4. What caused the French and Belgian invasion of the Ruhr in January 1923?



5. What happened during the Munich Putsch, and how did Hitler use the trial to his advantage?


True or False

1. Germany lost 13% of its land under the Treaty of Versailles.
2. The Spartacist uprising was a left-wing movement.
3. The army refused to help the government during the Kapp Putsch.
4. Hyperinflation made German currency worthless.
5. Hitler only served 9 months of his 5-year prison sentence after the Munich Putsch.



Gap Fill Questions
1. Germany had to pay £________ billion in reparations under the Treaty of Versailles.
2. The __________________ were ex-soldiers used to stop the Spartacist uprising.
3. The Kapp Putsch was led by ___________________ Kapp.
4. The government printed money to pay striking workers, causing ____________________.
5. Hitler wrote the book ____________________ while in prison.
.

Find it, Fix it – Weimar Republic. Find and fix the mistakes using the information you have read
The Treaty of Versailles blamed Germany for starting World War I and made Germany pay £6.6 billion in reparations. In 1919, the Spartacists led a right-wing uprising that was stopped by the Freikorps. 
In 1920 there was the Kapp Putsch. It was successful because the army did not help the government. In 1923, Germany stopped paying reparations so Britain invaded the Ruhr. The workers went on strike which led to inflation. The Munich Putsch also took place in 1925 and was led by Hitler and Rosa Luxemburg. Hitler spent 9 months in prison. While there he wrote his book called Main Kampf. This helped get his ideas across to many more Germans. 


German Economic recovery 1923-1929
The Golden Years
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1. German cinema definitely saw a ‘golden-age’. Marlene Dietrich became a global star and German films were respected world-wide.

2. New styles of opera and plays emerged. These were called Zeittheater and Zeitoper which means theatre and opera ‘of the time’. Erwin Piscator in particular becomes famous.


3. New styles of art and architecture flourished. Berlin became the centre or European culture. The Bauhaus style of architecture started in Germany and was respected world-wide.

BUT it wasn’t all golden (good)

4. Average unemployment in Germany increased between 1925 and 1929


5. Men continued to dominate industrial work and the jobs that paid the most money.


	 





The Golden Years

1. What made German cinema during the Weimar period known as a 'golden age'?


2. What were Zeittheater and Zeitoper, and who became well known for them?


3. What new styles of art and architecture developed in Berlin during the 1920s?



4. What happened to unemployment in Germany between 1925 and 1929?



5. Who continued to dominate the best-paid industrial jobs during the Weimar period?

True or False

1. The Bauhaus style of architecture began in Germany and was respected around the world.
2. Marlene Dietrich became a famous international film star during the Weimar period.
3. Zeittheater and Zeitoper were new and modern styles of theatre and opera.
4. Unemployment in Germany decreased between 1925 and 1929.
5. Men still had most of the best-paid jobs in industry during the Weimar Republic.


If this is the answer, what is the question?
1. Marlene Dietrich



2. Zeittheater and Zeitoper.




3. Berlin.




4. Unemployment increased.




5. Men.


Find it, Fix it Paragraph Find and correct the mistakes

German cinema was popular globally and Marlene Dietrich remained unknown. New styles of opera such as Bauhaus dominated the stage, and Erwin Piscator was well known. By 1928, real wages had dropped by 10%. Berlin was culturally respected and Bauhaus architecture was famous. But unemployment increased between 1925 and 1929, and farmers thrived after 1927. Women earned the highest wages in industrial jobs.


Why did Germany’s economy recover in the 1920s?
From 1924-29 Germany managed to recover from the immediate crisis of 1923, but there were still significant weaknesses in its economy. Gustav Stresemann, the new Chancellor, played an important role in helping the German economy recover.
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	1. In November 1923, Stresemann introduced the Rentenmark, replacing the worthless old currency and restoring value to German money
.
2. By August 1924, the Rentenmark was replaced by the Reichsmark, which was backed by gold, ending hyperinflation and encouraging spending.

3. Stresemann ended Passive Resistance and resumed reparations payments, leading to the withdrawal of French and Belgian troops from the Ruhr. Germany could now sell the coal to make money and use it to power its own factories


4. The Dawes Plan of 1924 saw Germany receive 800 million gold marks from the USA, helping to rebuild the economy and reduce reparations payments.

5. German factories invested in mechanisation (machinery), allowing them to produce goods more cheaply, increase profits, and create more jobs.




	 



Weimar’s Economic Recovery 
Comprehension Questions
1. What currency replaced the old German mark in November 1923?


2. Why was the Rentenmark replaced by the Reichsmark in August 1924?


3. What action did Stresemann take to end the French and Belgian occupation of the Ruhr?


4. How did Germany use coal from the Ruhr to help its economy?



5. What was the Dawes Plan and how did it help Germany?



True or False Questions
1. The Rentenmark was introduced in November 1923 to replace the old currency.
2. The Rentenmark was replaced by the dollar
3. Stresemann ended Passive Resistance and resumed reparations payments.
4. The Dawes Plan provided Germany with 800 million gold marks from the USA.
5. Mechanisation in factories helped reduce costs and increase profits.





Gap Fill Questions
1. In November 1923, Stresemann introduced the __________ to stabilise the currency.
2. The __________ replaced the Rentenmark in August 1924 and was backed by gold.
3. The Dawes Plan gave Germany __________ million gold marks in loans from the USA.
4. Germany used coal from the Ruhr to power __________ and rebuild the economy.
5. Mechanisation allowed factories to produce goods more cheaply and create more __________.



Find it – fix it
In November 1923, Stresemann introduced the Deutschmark to end hyperinflation. One Deutschmark replaced 1000 billion old marks. In 1924, it was replaced by the Reichsmark, which kept its value as it was based on gold.
 Stresemann ended Passive Resistance in the Ruhr, and the French stayed until 1924. Germany used the coal to sell and to power its shops. The Dawes Plan was signed with the USA and gave Germany 800 million gold marks. Germany borrowed $3000 million in total, which was used to build tanks and pay reparations. Between 1924 and 1928, over 2 million homes were built, and this led to higher employment. Mechanisation reduced profits of factories.


Why Hitler became Chancellor 
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	1. Powerful Propaganda
The Nazis used rallies, posters, radio and speeches to make Hitler look like a strong leader who could fix Germany. Josef Goebbels organised all the propaganda and used money from rich businessmen who were scared of communism.

2. Fear of Communism
Many Germans were worried that communists would take over. Business owners feared losing money, so they supported the Nazis, who promised to stop the communists.


3. Divided Opposition
Other political parties had more support together, but they refused to work as a team. Even the socialists and communists, who had similar ideas, wouldn’t join forces to stop the Nazis.

4. Hitler’s Popularity and Promises
Hitler was a passionate speaker and made big promises that were easy to understand. His slogan ‘Work, freedom, bread’ gave people hope during hard times.


5. Political Mistakes Helped Hitler
Even though the Nazis lost some support in late 1932, they were still the biggest party. Von Papen and President Hindenburg thought Hitler could be controlled, so they gave him power. They didn’t realise how clever and determined he was.
	 


As leader of the Nazi party, Hitler wished to reorganise it in order to gain support. His aim was to become Chancellor of Germany and eventually dictator. There remained a barrier in place to this - President Hindenburg who hated him! The President was the one person who chose the Chancellor. Normally the Chancellor was the leader of the best supported party in the Reichstag but Hindenburg was determined not to appoint Hitler. The main reasons why Hitler was eventually appointed Chancellor were: 1) The propaganda success of the Nazis, 2) The scheming of Von Papen and Schleicher. 

Nazi Propaganda and the Rise of Hitler
Comprehension Questions
1. How did the Nazis use propaganda to gain support before coming to power?



2. Why were businessmen particularly supportive of the Nazis?




3. Why couldn't the opposition parties stop the Nazis from forming a government?



4. What made Hitler stand out compared to other political leaders?



6. Why did Von Papen and Hindenburg give Hitler power despite the Nazis losing support?

True or False
1. Hitler gained power before organizing mass rallies and speeches.
2. Josef Goebbels used donations from businessmen to fund Nazi propaganda.
3. The communists and socialists worked together to oppose the Nazis.
4. Hitler's slogan was ‘Work, freedom, bread’.
5. Von Papen believed Hitler could be controlled.







If This Is the Answer, What Is the Question?
Josef Goebbels



Fear of communism




‘Work, freedom, bread’




33% in November 1932



Lack of cooperation among opposition parties


Find it, Fix it

Before gaining power, Hitler used mass rallies, posters, and television broadcasts to oppose communism and unite the people. Many Germans were pleased that the communists would win the next election, so they supported the Nazis. Despite this, the Nazis had only 37% of the vote in July 1932 and dropped to 32% in November, making them one of the smallest parties in the Reichstag. Goebbels organized all propaganda using funds from the government, while opposition parties like the socialists and communists worked together to stop Nazi influence.
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